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MUNDRI

SEUTIH —E L DA Glrl Who IS defylng OddS She then sought the assistance of the

— Under 5 clinic at the Mundri primary
4 health centre where she was intro-

.

IN THIS “I was informed how to give Yoko a
EDITION : balanced meal using local available
|food,” she adds. “It was an eye
Girl who is 1 opener for me...| used to give her
defying odds food but | did not know the balancing

On visiting the clinic in mid June, it
was noted that Yoko had gained
weight and looked healthier and ac-
™ tive. Then to everybody’s surprise,

MRDA Director 2

WOYE 3 Yoko started supporting herself with
4 tables and chairs when standing.
Health 4 1“l was so happy to see her stand...
Yoko Beda James playing with her cousins her legs were shaking in the process
but my joy was seeing her stand and
taking small steps,” Angelina recalls
Mpower 4

with teary glazed eyes.
henever she looked at her niece, An- gpe started slowly with four steps then fall but

gelina’s eyes would feel with tears of i ime voko increased the distance and could
hglplessness because she did not know why hej4 i without falling. The right hand became steady
niece’s arms and legs were paralysed. in August 2009. “She started holding things she was
Education 6  Yoko Beda James, who is two and a half year#iterested in...if she wanted to touch somewhere,
old, was born a normal child, but when she at- she was right on target,” adds Yoko’s aunt.

tained five months her right leg became para-«| yas so touched to see how she made effort to

Iyseq. We tried to make her s’gand onour 1aps ik she has never let her disability affect her
but it was always in vain...the right leg was shak- . . y .
, , happiness and activeness,” Angelina says further.
ing,” Angelina says.

Civic Education 5

GBV 7

. . . When she visited the under 5 clinic the first time,
8 The other children born the same time with little she was advised to give her niece glow foods

Yoko gained weight as they progressed but she itami
Contacts ) gained little. “She gained very little weight...then(vI amins),
in August 2008, the right hand was affected too,”

Yoko’s aunt adds.

It was not easy for Angelina, who has other chil-
dren, to take care of Yoko based on her increas-
ing paralysis of limbs. Yoko’s mother, who is An-
gelina’s sister, went to Yambio later on for stud-

ies.
“When we gave her food, she was unable to
eat...she would miss the mouth and her hand
would fall,” Angelina tells us further.

It became even more worrying to Angelina when
Yoko's left leg got paralysed April this year mak- [
ing the child not to move at all.

Angelina and Yoko at their home
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GENERAL

Efforts to keep girls in schools finally bear fruits

than school fees. In many cases, parents prefer to pay for
boys while girls are kept at home.
hortly after joining MRDA, | paid a visit

. For girls who enrol in school, lack @fccess to sani-
to the County Education Department. As we .
. . tary pads also affects attendan@rls and female teach-
Kennet Korayi, looked at the statistics, | was shocked to see ) |
: S . ers often refuse to attend school during menstruation
MRDA Director fewer number of girls in upper grades of primary . . -
. . because of inadequate toilet facilities or embarrassment.
schools. | realised that a teenage girl is far more, . . L . .
i ) Absenteeism can lead girls to fall behind in their studies,
likely to be a wife than a student. . : |
which may very well be the first step towards dropping
After three and half years of struggle, we haveout.

man rt for girtar roj . . .

anaged to get support for g ﬂa geted p OJeCt_ Starting this month, MRDA has started to implement
based on the fact | have mentioned above. With ) ) . o

. . the following affirmative actions:

the support from Basic Services Fun@ now
provide scholarship and comfort kits to girls. XProviding scholarships to ensure more girls com-
Next year, with support from SCA, we will sup- plete primary school. This project will benefit
port at least six childriendly schools. 450 girls from nine Payams.

Achieving gender equality in education by 2005  xProviding female students with sanitary kits.
was the first missed Millennium Development

Goal. In Southern Sudan, only 34% of children ~ XConstructing gironly school latrines
attending schools today are girls and only one in

i ] In January 2010, we will support at least six madel
100 girls complete primary school.

schools. These child friendly schools will have scholar-

Some of the causes of low enrolment andship programme for girls, who will also receive sanitary
retention of girls in schools are high cost of edu-materials. The schools will also have latrines separate for
cation, early marriage and limited access to sangirls and boys, hand washing facilities and water system.

tary pads. The cost of education is too high for It is still too early to know the impact of this project.

poor parents. While_ school_fees is abolished inbut initial reports shows hope for girls education. For
southern Sudan, children still pay for books, sta-

> ) e instance, enrolment increased at Mundri Parish.
tionery, exam fees, uniforms and contributions to
‘development funds’. These charges are higher -ENDS-

Second phase begins

The second phase of Gender and HIV/ AlDSees....idea of HIV/ AIDS work policy came
Learning Network (GLAN) kicked off this in,” Said Kennet Korayi, MRDA Director.

month at Mundri. It involved issues of internal and external

The network which is spearheaded by Mundrimainstreaming of gender and HIV/ AIDS
Relief and Development Association. Out of among the member organizations and the
the old members only three: NESI, MRDA, andcommunity at large.
ROOF, and ***** Sudan Evangelical Mission anki/I L .

. ember organizations committed them-
New Sudan Women Federation who were

) o selves to developing at least five work place
present promised to join.

policies for which OXFAM Novib will pro-
The network aims at providing a framework vide funds for implementation.

for members in reducing the spread of HIV/

AIDS and managing its impact on workers and

their families. -ENDS-

“After realizing achievements from previous
meetings, members became conscious that
HIV/ AIDS was not ingrained among employ-



RURAL LIVELIHOODS

Community and local authority working with MRDA

MRDA is seeking land for demonstration farming

for farmers in Kotobi and Lozoh Payams which represent 9€t fruits, vegetables and among others in the future...
Mundri West and East respectively. there will be more learning and casual work,” adds the

Repent Mabrook is a land lord in Kotobi who
MRDA has approached to lease land for the rural liyeli-

hoods project for demonstration farming.

“I was given control over the land in my possgs-
sion by my grand parents to give to those people Who

have genuine needs,” says Repent Mabrook.

The local authority led by Michael Likeledongo
say that they control resources based on government
policies and ensure that resources are used in the coryect

way.

Boma chief, Woodman Stephen, on the left; and Michael

Likeledongo, Kotobi Payam Executive Officer on the right.

Landlord.

If the request by MRDA for land is approved,
many farmers will learn new farming techniques regu-

larly and also get income from farming in the future.

...continued from page 1

go foods (carbohydrates), and grow foods (proteins)

and balanced in every

| was so happy to see hermeal.

“| believe and trust that MRDA is going to utilise el EAReS Werg shaklnq MNam very happy
the land well...many farmers will benefit from this,” the "€ Process but my joy was $&gsut the under 5
landlord added. ing her stand and taking smalinic. | wish they
steps” could be able to avail
drugs that will help

Yoko legs recover quickly and other children like her,”

she adds.

Yoko Beda James who was born in the maternity wing
of the Mundri Primary health centre has received Polio,

measles, BCG and DPT vaccines.

Repent Mabrook showing expanse of the land

The farmers will be trained through practical
demonstration of different kinds of crops that they will

later plant in their own farms.

“I know that MRDA will use the land as per their
plans...they have proved to us that they have the re-

sources to do so,” added the Payam Executive Officer.

The landlord says he is waiting for his brother in Yambio
for further consultations because the land is family prop-

erty. -ENDS -
“This is a good idea because the community will
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SCHOLARSHIP

Scholarship makes life easier for primary school girl

“I am now determined more than ever to
uite a number of girls in Mundri do achieve my goal of becoming a doctor..l

business after school and on holidayshope this scholarship programme continues,”
to pay their school fees. Lillian Sama Michael ishe adds.
one such girl who is in primary (class four) at

Mundri Parish primary school.

“It is so painful and sad to me that out of our
family...eight children...only two of us go to
school due to lack of school fees,” she sadly

says.

Her parents being jobless forced Lillian to en-
gage in business during holidays so as to pay
her school fees.” | sell boiled eggs, sweet pota-
toes and other food items so as to earn
money for school fees,” the humble 15 year

old adds.

She goes on to say that scholarship was a big
boost. “I have cleared my school fees arrears

and | have a spare uniform,” she happily adds. Lillian Sama Michael

Lillian now says that her problems have re-
duced. “I can now concentrate on my studies! )
She exclaimed. Continued on page 5...

HYGIENE & SANITATION

Comfort kits: Local girl gains confidence

Susan Stephen who is would know she was on her menses.
14 years old lives at “During those days, | would pretend that |
Hai Matara within Mun-  am sick and stay in my room for three
dri payam. She is in days,” she narrates.

Primary (class) six at

; . . When she received the comfort kits, she
Mundri parish primary

. . was ecstatic. “I can now attend my classes
school and lives with .
- normally even if | am on my monthly pe-
her seven siblings. Her

mother is a police- riod,” she happily says.

woman in Mundri. She and other girls were each given three
packs of sanitary towels among other
things. “All the things in the comfort kit
are useful to me and | hope this initiative
will continue so that more girls like us can
become confident and realize our poten-

tial,” she concluded.

‘I was facing a lot of
challenges when | was
on my periods. | used
Susan Stephen to miss classes during

that time,” she says.
She adds that she used to be uncomfortable
among friends because she felt that they

By Sura Joseph
Project Officer —BSF

MRDA UPDATE



ClVIC EDUCATION

A walk to democratic Sudan

racy and good governance among others ex-

ist? And if not, will they ever exist in Sudan
W hat does this walk to democratic now or in the future?

Sudan mean? Why do we need de-For the above to exist, we need to stop wish-
mocracy, good governance, human rights andyl thinking and make these issues of human
fair elections? Where will democracy, good gov-rights, democracy, good governance and fair
ernance, human rights and fair elections be pracelections real by implementing them. Let us
ticed on earth? Who is entitled to participate in own this responsibility by participating in this
this walk and practice? When will those with ‘walk towarddemocracy'_ The time has come
entitlement participate in this process? for all of us to participate effectively in this
Based on my field experiences on civic and votefv@lk and show the world we can do it peace-
education, | have come to realise that there is afully.

great challenge for citizens of the Sudan which iShe secret is for us Sudanese to change our
the demand for avalk to democratic Suddinis  attitudes and in the process we shall/ will

made me ask about the purpose of this walk.  change others and the whole of Sudan.

Democracy, good governance, human rights and

fair elections have been lacking in the Sudan for

Decade_s. These issues will continue lacking |f_wgy Voice Chance Philemon
do nothing about them. We have to remove this
claimed ‘coated democracy’.

This leads to the question whether true democ-

Civic Education Officer — Finn Church
Aid

...from page four

She feels that she has gained more energy toon holidays to take care of her medical
excel in life. Lilllan adds that she will con- needs among other persona| things_

tinue doing business

By Sura Joseph
Project Officer —BSF

Mundri Parish primary school is one of the school benefiting from girl child sponsorship program




EDUCATION

Given a second chance

R achal Yogo George is a 30 year old another two years. Finally, in 2008 Miss. Yoga was
young lady as well as mother of two transferred to Mirimaja primary school where she is

boys and a girl. She was enrolled in Kotobi Insti- serving currently when on holiday from college.

tute of Teacher Education (KITE) in February Before joining KITE, she had undergone some non
2009, for the Pre— Service Course (2 years formal training. In 2007, she received a three month
Course). She is a long serving untrained teacherintensive English Course organized by Adventist
whose teaching profession started in 2001 when Development Relief Agency (ADRA) in Eyira Ad-
she was 22 years old. ventist Vocational Academy, Maridi County. The
second training she had was organized by the State
Government for a period of ten days in Mundri
(2008).

Rachal stopped schooling in senior two at Eyira
Ad-

“In KITE, there are adequate, professional, friendly,
committed tutors who are helping us to learn many
things that | had never dreamed of in my life. There
are enough materials such as text books where we
can refer to and make research perfectly”. She nar-
rates.

“Nevertheless, the Almighty God has given me this

. . , rivilege of joining Pre- Service Course in KITE

ventists Vocational Academy (EAVA) in 1997p g . g . Y

where | have learned many new things ,” she adds
after that she got pregnant. She dropped out of

. further.

school because of the strict school rules and
regulations in EAVA that could not allow her to Yogo continues: “I am very happy because after
finish her remaining two years while pregnant.  finishing my training next year, | will become a quali-
fied primary school teacher...l will use the newly
acquired skills to teach my pupils, community and
other teachers who did not have the chance |of
coming here.”

She left EAVA in Maridi County and went to her
parents in Karika, Mundri County where she
nursed her baby for some time. Yogo had no
other opportunity of going back to school; she
had to continue with the family responsibilites. ~ The mother of three believes during the PTA meet-

. ) ings, she will help her community on matters affect-

As the only available way of getting busy and. . . o

. . o . ing their School and the community at large. “l will
hoping to earn a living through teaching in pri-

- teach my pupils with dignity using well prepared
mary school, Ms. Yogo managed to join the Y PUp gnity g prep

. . ) lesson plans and following all the appropriate meth-
teaching profession. “Due to the war, teachers . . . .
. ods required in classroom teaching...l will help my
were scarce and chances were available for any, . .
- fellow teachers who are not yet acquainted with the
person who was willing to be employed as a . ) .
teacher” she savs making a class timetable, scheme of work, lesion
' ys. plan, record of work... in order to uplift the stan-
Many teachers were working voluntarily and that dard of education in this part of the County...this
gave her more motivation to be a teacher. In will be my contribution to my nation,” she confi-
2001, she started teaching at Mundri Parishdently says.
(Baya) Primary school and taught for three years. )
She was then transferred to Mundri Il primary Continued on page 7.
school where she served for two years, and again
back to her former school (Mundri Parish) for

MRDA UPDATE



GENDER ISSUES

Is GBV a cancer of social fabric?

I ucy (not her real name) who lives in Lui says
that Gender Based Violence is cancer as a

result of social fabric. She was happily married but
the husband became a drunkard later on. This was

before signing of the CPA agreement in 2005.
“When | gave birth to my first baby, my husband
became a menace in our home,” she says.

During the seventh month of her second pregnancy,
her husband showed his worst side. “He came very
drunk one evening and | served him food. When |
put bathing water for him, he refused and asked for
sex yet | was very heavy with child,” she painfully

remembers.

What happened next will forever remain in her
mind, her husband became cruel. “l told him no and
to be patient...but he did not listen to me,” she
adds. “He took a big stick and started beating up
mercilessly...| could not resist anymore...he forced

his way with me,” she further adds.

“I have never felt so abused and violated in my life
like that day...my own husband raped me when |
was pregnant,” she narrates.

She thought that this occurrence would end there,

but her unreasonable husband made it even worse.
“He went to our traditional court and accused me

of adultery because | refused to give in to his de-
mands willingly...] was protecting the baby,” she

recalls.

She was summoned by the traditional court for pun-
ishment without hearing her side of story. “I was to
be given ten strokes, but when | complained about
my pregnancy, they dug a hole where | was directed
to lie down and put my stomach. | was then beaten
badly,” she narrates with a look of painful memories
on her face.

“During the caning | thought | would lose my baby,
but luckily | did not,” she adds.

“I am happy with the awareness for men and women
by MRDA on human rights and GBV in our commu-

nities,” she says.

“Our chiefs now have learnt about GBV and its
consequences and do not punish pregnant moth-
ers. For jailed lactating mothers, the sentences
have considerably been reduced,” she further

commends GBV awareness initiative.

She further adds: “I have forgiven my husband for
all what he did to me because he was ignorant...
this training has opened up his mind...there is

great positive change in his life.”

“‘“MRDA should continue with GBV and human
rights training so as to reduce the level of GBV in

our Moru community,” Lucy urges MRDA.

By Regina Samson
Gender Officer
MRDA

-ENDS -

...from page 6

She encourages her fellow teachers not yet
trained to turn up for training so that they may
help to raise the learning standards in schools. “ If
trained, the fear of what they call “downsizing”,
or “screening”,” integration” or what so ever the
State Government wants call it will be minimal...
this is what most employed people dread,” she

further adds.

“KITE is the best factory that can produce the

future leaders for us to bring development in this

county, we need quality education and that begins
with the quality teacher training, quality teachers
and quality primary schools that will bring better

future citizens,” she advices.

By Peter Bay
Principal — KITE

-ENDS -



serene and quiet

environment

You are welcome to spend restful n' Mundri Relief &
anytime!!
Located near MRDA Offices, Mundr

Southern Sudan
Tel: +249 915 436 836

Development
Association

Global warming
greenhouse effect changes when human activities increases

I the concentrations of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere.

believe many of you have at one point thought that The carbon monoxide from our cars, from industries
among other gases are some of the causes of increase in

|s-sues of global warmmg are for the Western. CounQlobal temperatures. We are heading towards green tech-
tries and that we are in no way affected by this phengjogy but | hope all countries, be they developed or not,

nomenon. will come up with universal laws and penalties that will gov-

. i ! . ern emission of these gases.
Global warming is the increase in the average tempera-

ture of the Earth's neasurface air and oceans. Researched by

: . Beatrice W. Maina -
There have been sightings of big chunks of icebergs float- ! !

ing in areas away from their origin. Climatic conditiong‘dvocacy/ Communications Officer
have changed, for instance the failed rains in Kenya this

year and the erratic rains here in Mundri. The list is end-

less of evidences and effects of global warming.

The greenhouse effect is the process by which absorption
and emission of infrared radiation by gases in the atmos-
phere warm a planet's lower atmosphere and surface.

Mundri Relief & Development Association

MRDA Head Office

It was discovered by Joseph Fourier in 1824 and was first Off JubaMundri Road, Mundri Town

investigated quantitatively by Svante Arrhenius in 1896. P.O. Box 339 Juba, Southern sudan
Existence of the greenhouse effect as such is not dis- Eeedback

puted, even by those who do not agree that the recent What do you think of this MRDA update?

temperature increase is attributable to human activity.

A .
The question is instead how the strength of the Tell uste-mail: mrdal1991@gmail.com

Telephone: +254 915 436 836
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