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chiko was accompanied by the Minister of 
Agriculture (WES) Mathew Udo, Director 
of Agriculture among other dignitaries.  

The centre was opened under the guid-
ance of Light Wilson Aganwa, MRDA Di-
rector, who was in absentia but repre-
sented by MRDA Programme Manager. 

The Deputy Governor noted that there 
are many 
Non Govern-
mental Or-
ganiza t ions 
( N G O s ) 
working hard 
but their ef-
forts are not 
seen. “I urge 
NGOs and 
the govern-
ment at State 
and GOSS 
level to work 
together for 
greater im-
pact,” he 
added. 

The Director 
General for 
Agr icu l ture 
at GOSS 
level, John 
Chol, who 

was accompanied by the Directors of For-
estry, Horticulture, Home economics, 
plant protection and extension, said that 
the Agriculture Ministry supports initia-
tives like Ambalapi at the State and GOSS 
level. Also present was Advisor of the Ag-
riculture Ministry.  

“We want to help raise the standard of 
this centre…meaning GOSS and State 
have to join hands because initiatives like 
Continued on page 2... 

“ I will never leave my land till I die….’ sang 
the women casual labourers at Ambalapi 
Farmers Training Centre. 

This is the first Farmers Training Centre in 
Greater Mundri that was officially opened in 
Lozoh Payam, Mundri East County- Western 
Equatoria State (WES), thanks to Mundri Re-
lief and Development Association (MRDA). 

Ambalapi Farmers Training centre, as it is 
now known, trains farmers on ox-plough 
farming, bee keeping, and crop farming using 
demonstration plots.  

The centre has drawn interest from the gov-
ernment and other agricultural institutions. 
Officials from the Government of Southern 
Sudan (GOSS), WES and Lozoh community 
members attended this event held at the 
bank of Yei River. 

WES Deputy Governor Joseph Ngere Pa-
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G E N E R A L  

Peace and development 

A  Sudanese NGO based in the 
North is developing an explora-

tory project in the area where Mundari, 
Moru, and Dinka neighbour each other. 

In its search for partners working in the 
field of rural development and peace 
building, SONAD approached MRDA 
through Julia Kramer. 

The aim is to support re 
( development) of local 
conf l ict resolution 
mechanisms and agricul-
tural methods, explore 
the potential of organic 
agricultural systems as a 
method of conflict sensi-
tive agriculture and re-
duce poverty through 
further development of 
sustainable and effective 
ways of agriculture. 

A the same time, MRDA 
received SDG 1000 

from Sebastin Zschering of Germany, a 
teacher in the Czech republic. 

The money, which was presented to 
MRDA Director, Light Wilson Aganwa, 
through Julia Kramer will be part of the 
2009 MRDA week contributions for build-
ing chief’s court house and a dam over 
Royi river. 

                       -ENDS- 

 

 

Inside the community Library which is a successful project from 2008 MRDA week 
contributions 

Julia Kramer from SONAD– Khartuom, presents Light Aganwa 
Wilson– MRDA Director with contributions towards MRDA week 
in early February this year 
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More than a farmers training centre 

A mbalapi Farmers Training Centre is located in 
a serene and quiet environment along river 
Yei in Lozoh Payam. 

From the junction at Lanyi to this centre, we came 
across vast unoccupied land whose extent was ob-
scured by the trees. After an hours journey through 
the narrow paths and dry streams that will fill up dur-
ing the rainy season, the Farmers Training centre 
stands out from this environment. 

What we first noticed were the ox being taken for 
grazing as we entered the centre’s compound. 33 
trainees and trainers have successfully been trained and 
awarded with certificates. 

The event was officiated by MRDA Director, Light 
Wilson Aganwa, on March 13th, 2010 at the centre. 
Though it has not been opened officially, the centre 
has been running for some time now under the coordi-
nation of Dr. Leggesse Kennenni who started as an 
Agricultural Technical Advisor and later became the 
Rural Livelihoods Coordinator which the centre falls 
under. 

One year ago, where the centre lies was just shrubs 
and thicket. Under the leadership of Dr. Leggesse, the 
area has been transformed into a productive land. 
There are tomatoes, egg plants, spinach, kales, hot 
pepper among other vegetables. Other times, they 
have surplus of tomatoes until they are forced to sell 
but only when there is a vehicle heading to Mundri or 
Juba. 

Once the centre is fully functional, marketing centres 
will be established and farm produce sold there. It is 
more an on farm project as it will be dealing with farm 
produce. Fishing and bee keeping (off farm) have al-
ready been done in Amadi and Yeri; and Kediba and 

Lediwa respectively. More areas in Mundri east and 
west and later on Mvolo counties will be covered. 

River Yei has sandy banks that can allow camping, 
event holding, game playing ( like volleyball). It a con-
ducive place for recreational activities retreats. 

                       -ENDS- 

RURAL LIVELIHOOD  

People enjoying the cool waters of River Yei 

...from page 1 

this will benefit the whole of Sudan,” said the Director 
General for Agriculture. 

The Chairman of MRDA board, Professor Peter 
Tingwa, said that Ambalapi Farmers Training Centre 
represents the reconstruction and rehabilitation phase 
that Southern Sudan is going through. He urged the 
government to repair the road to Lozoh so as to open 
up the area. 

Under the stewardship of Dr. Leggesse Kennenni who 
is the MRDA Livelihood Coordinator under which the 

centre falls, the centre is getting recognition from 
across the borders. 

“We are now working with agricultural based 
companies from East Africa like East African 
Seeds…Ambalapi is one step forward towards the 
development of southern Sudan,” he said. 

The river Yei has a section that has divided into 18 
just near the farmers training centre that can be a 
tourist attraction site if exploited. 

                               -ENDS- 
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C L E A N  E L E  T I O N S  C A M PA I G N  

 Clean elections day 

F or the first time in the history of Mundri, a 
clean elections campaign has been held. 

Marching from the Mundri airstrip to the payam 
grounds was the how the campaign started on the 
final day. 

Marchers could be seen wearing red, yellow and 
white t- shirts as they 
walked chanting “we want 
clean elections”. 

The Executive Director 
for Mundri west County, 
**, urged the crowd not 
to believe in empty prom-
ises. “Vote for a leader of 
your choice…a leader 
who will be the voice of 
our community,” he said. 

He further stressed that 
clean elections start at the 
individual level. “We have 
been given a chance to 
practise democracy and 
clean elections. Let us 
make good use of this 

chance,” he added. 

Some of the contestants vying in the forthcoming 
elections were also present in the campaign. 

“All the civic educators carrying out voter educa-
tion should be clean…also the candidates,” 
MRDA Director, Light Aganwa said during the 
rally. 

“Vote the right person to the right place so that 
he/ she becomes your voice in the parliament,” he 
continued. 

The Paramount chief was not left behind either: 
“This message by MRDA through its civic educa-
tors should also be taken to churches, more 
schools and the market,” he said. 

As the contestants streamed in, the crowd gave 
cheers as most had not been expected to appear. 

The rally was organized by MRDA through Tongo 
James elisama, a Civic education Officer with the 
help of other MRDA Civic Education officers 
(Sismayo K. Henry and Voice Chance Philemon). 

“We have established a memorandum of under-
standing and code of conduct for clean elections 
which signing is still ongoing by candidates and 
community representatives,” Tongo James said. 

The campaign for clean elections is February 13 
to April 9, 2010. 

 

                    -ENDS- 

M R D A  U P D A T E  

Participants during the march 

Loice Bari in yellow t-shirt ( holding banner) Land civic educators lead march-
ers during the ‘ clean elections’ campaign 
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C I V I C  E D U C AT I O N   

A  few years back, civic education in Mundri 
was a new phenomenon to many few people. 

Educating first time voters, building local democracy 
and STAGE* are MRDA civic education projects 
geared towards empowering people to make wise 
decisions in the forthcoming elections and even in 
their lives beyond elections. 

The first ever Memorandum of understanding (MoU) 
between local politicians and the community repre-
sentatives in Sudan was facilitated by MRDA. 

Contestants from various backgrounds vying for seats 
in greater Mundri thronged the meeting held in Mun-
dri. 

The MRDA Education Coordinator, Peter Mogga, 
who represented MRDA Director, Light Wilson 
Aganwa wondered why some people talk ill of others 
instead of correcting in a mature way what they see 
wrong in other people’s leadership. 

He added: “Elections are to put the right people in the 
right places…communities will vote for a contestant 
based on what person can do rather than how much 
money she/ he has.” 

He urged those who will succeed to serve the whole 
community fairly. “What you promise now is what you 
should strive to achieve when you are elected…you 
owe this to the community that will have elected you,” 

he further said. 

The signing of the MoU was attended by men and 
women alike from greater Mundri. 

 

First ever Memorandum of Understanding and code of conduct for 
elections in Sudan 

A candidate signing the MoU and code of conduct for clean elec-
tions 

Youths during the clean elections 
rally at Mundri town 
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E D U C AT I O N

Learning environment for pupils and 
teachers improved 

Student teachers lives at Kotobi Insti-
tute of Teacher Education ( KITE) have 
been changing slowly by slowly since 
the re– establishment of the institution 
in 2008. 

The student’s dorms and tutor’s quar-
ters were made of thatched roofs and 
mud walls ( tukuls). 

The problems they faced was leaking 
during the rainy season and risk of fire 
considering there are many people at 
the institute. 

 

M R D A  U P D A T E  

Old Mundri Parish (Baya) primary school 

The new dormitories for student teachers in KITE 

Female student teachers inside the spacious dormi-
tories 

The old dormitories in KITE The new Mundri Parish Primary school in the back-
ground 
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Ambalapi Farmers Training centre opening in pictures 

  

PICTURES  

1. Delegates walking through the vegetables section 

2. The forest section 

3. MRDA Board chairman, Professor Tingwa, chatting with a GoSS Ministry Official 

4. Dr. leggesse Kennenni, Livelihood Coordinator, illustrating to delegates how the beehive works. 
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Clean elections campaign Day 

I   was part of history making during the clean elec-
tions campaign held in Mundri. It was a day that 

my fellow colleagues in Civic education department 
and MRDA management had been looking forward to.  

My witnessing this historic happening in southern Su-
dan was humbled even more by the will of the people 
for clean and peaceful elections. Participants turned up 
in the office at around 8.00 am on the actual day. One 
could feel the purpose of the day by the way prepara-
tions were being made to ensure the day was success-
ful. All the Civic education officers worked together to 
mobilize people. 

We marched holding banners and placards while 
chanting “we want clean elections”. It was an exciting 
moment for everyone who participated on that day. It 
was touching to see the crowd that awaited the 
marchers at the Payam grounds.  

Mundri was marked with yellow, red and white t-shirts 
advocating for clean elections. 

 

Feedback 
What do you think of this MRDA update? 

Tell us! 
mrdaupdate@mundridevelopment.org  

www.mundridevelopment.org  
Mobile: +249 906 366 671  

MRDA guest house is lo-
cated in a serene and quiet 
environment. It has a well 
equipped hall convenient for 
seminars, workshops and 
other events…. 

MRDA Guest house  

You are welcome to spend restful nights 
anytime!! 

Located near MRDA Offices, Mundri town-
Southern Sudan 
Tel: +249 906 366 671 

Mundri Relief & 
Development 
Association 

People here are tired of war. They want to maintain 
the peace they have and develop themselves even 
further. The turn out implied this and that people 
know the benefits of peace, democracy and good gov-
ernance which are issues discussed in community 
meetings by the Civic educators under MRDA Civic 
Education Officers. 

By Beatrice Wangari Maina  

Advocacy and Communications Officer  


