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en

emies 

Carrying money from here to Juba and 
vice versa is a nightmare; I look forward to 
when this service will be available at the 
MFI now that we do not have a bank in 
Mundri. 

 

Eric - Cooks chapati and eggs  

When you have a safe place for putting 
your money, your life is at peace and your 
living standards improve due to also good 
planning of your money. It will be good if 
they start idea of saving money and adver-
tise more. 

 

          -ENDS- 

 

M undri community now has a mi-
crofinance institution (MFI) 

where they can be securing their earnings. 
The institution was officially opened on Janu-
ary 16, 2010 after a series of postponing the 
opening date to issues of construction. 

The opening was spearheaded by the MRDA 
Director in conjunction with the Commis-
sioner for Mundri West, H.E Bullen Abiater. 

After interviewing several people, we com-
piled the following opinions: 

 

Ali - Retail trader  

This idea of starting MFI is good for us. Peo-
ple will be able to save money in a secure 
place instead of keeping money in the house. 

MFI opens in Mundri 
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G E N E R A L  

Education for Liberation  

T he purpose of education is to 
transmit accumulated wisdom and 

knowledge of the society from one generation 
to the next, and prepare the young people 
for future membership in the society and their 
active participation in its maintenance and 
development, said  J.K Nyerere in 1967. 

I believe that the primary purpose of education is 
the liberation of man. To liberate means to ‘set 
free’ from something. It can therefore be a mat-
ter of degree, and a process. Thus, when a man 
succeeds in untying his wrists and liberating his 
arms, he can use his hands to liberate his feet 
from shackles which bind them. He can be physi-
cally free from restraint and still be un-free if his 
mind is restricted by habits and attitudes which 
limit his humanity.  

Education has to liberate both the mind and the 
body of man. It has to make him more of a hu-
man being who is aware of his potential. Educa-
tion has to therefore enable man to throw off 
impediments to freedom which restrict his full 
physical and mental development. It is thus a mat-
ter of attitudes and skills.  

Education is incomplete if it only enables man to 
work out elaborate schemes for universal peace, 
but does not teach him how to provide good 
food for himself and his family. It is equally in-
complete and counterproductive if it merely 
teaches man how to be an efficient tool user and 
tool maker, but neglects his personality and his 
relationship with his fellow human beings. 

What I am suggesting is that a liberated nation, in 
Africa or elsewhere, is not just a nation which 
has overcome alien occupation. Liberation means 
more than that. A self-reliant nation shows true 
liberation; one which has freed itself from eco-
nomic and cultural dependence on other nations, 
and is able to develop itself in free and equal  
cooperation with other members of the world’s 
community. 

Similarly for man, the first step to self liberation 
is awareness of two things; his own manhood and 
the power to use circumstances rather than to 

be used by them. He must overcome any in-
grained feelings of inferiority or superiority and 
be able to co-operate with other men on the 
basis of equality for common purposes. 

In this sense, man can be liberated while his 
country is still colonized. Indeed, it is only after 
men have been, to some degree, liberated men-
tally that the struggle for physical liberation can 
be waged with a hope of success. The man who 
believes to be inferior to others because of his 
birth will remain inferior in the society. A man 
who has been liberated and rejects the concept 
of slavery and colonialism has taken the first 
step towards overthrowing his slavery and colo-
nialism.    

No man’s freedom is secure while slavery ex-
ists; It is not possible to be free in a slave soci-
ety without working against slavery. A liberated 
man in an un-free society will inevitably be 
working for freedom; and he will be turning 
even the most unfavourable circumstances to 
his end. For example, even if he is forced into 
the colonial army, he will learn how to use 
weapons and how his enemy fights. In due 
course, he will have the opportunity to use the 
knowledge for the cause of national liberation. 

When his country has thrown out an alien oc-
cupation, a liberated man will recognize that his 
task is not yet ended. He will reject poverty, 
disease and ignorance in the same way he re-
jects slavery with the knowledge that they can  
destroy humanity.  

A liberated man will work with others to defeat 
this evil and will again use whatever resources 
at hand. These resources may be his own 
knowledge, knowledge of others, land, water or 
simply his own sweat.  

Through this struggle, a man will be further lib-
erating himself and by fighting the things which 
degrade humanity, he will be expanding human-
ity. 

Continued on page 3, column 2...  

 

 

Light Wilson Aganwa 

MRDA Executive  

Director  

...A liberated man 
in an un-free soci-
ety will inevitably 
be working for 
freedom; and he 
will be turning 
even the most 
unfavourable cir-
cumstances to his 
end…. 
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From Community Development Officer to Credit Officer 

C hanges have been made in the Women & Youth Em-
powerment (WOYE) programme. Now it has been 

split into rural livelihoods and Microfinance Institution (MFI) - 
MFI is independent from MRDA. 

Loice Bari Elinana has been with MRDA since the initiation of 
WOYE in 2007. She was a Community Development Officer 
then later promoted to Loan Officer and now she is a Credit 
Officer at the MFI. 

The MFI staff moved to their new office after the official open-
ing on 16 January this year. 

“We receive more clients than before,” says Loice. Some peo-
ple want information, others want to be individual clients while 
still some want to join existing groups. 

She adds: “Around 20 clients come here everyday…this is a 
good start for us.” 

 There is a customer care desk at this MFI where clients and 
prospective clients’ queries and concerns are answered. 

 It is strategically located near the payam offices and the chiefs’ 
court which is under construction in Mundri town. 

When asked where she thinks the MFI will be in 10 years time, 
she had this to say: “It will have really progresses considering 
that the groups are increasing…Mundri payam is supposed to 
have 100 beneficiaries as per the first WOYE project but this 
number has increased.” 

The reason for this increment in clients is due to the fact that 
Mundri payam is centrally located and business is growing by 
the day. 

She has managed to mobilize clients and prospective clients 
since she came to MRDA with the help of her colleagues.  

The fact that she comes from Mundri  makes her work a bit 
easier because she understands them and thus able to con-
vince them to join MFI. 

                            -ENDS- 

 

...from page 2  

It is the task of education in Southern Sudan to effect this 
mental liberation or at least to begin. Education has to liber-
ate the Southern Sudanese from the mentality of slavery and 
colonialism by making him aware of status as an equal mem-
ber of human race.  

The purpose of education is therefore liberation through the 
development of man as a member of the society. The devel-
opment of things, economic development, can be involved in 
the development of man but should not be the sole purpose 
of education. The purpose of education is to make men who 
have the technical knowledge and ability expand the econ-
omy for the benefit of man in society. It is certainly true that 
Southern Sudan has great need for men with technical 
knowledge, and that our freedom is restricted by the ab-
sence of such men. I am not arguing against technical training 
in favour of what are sometimes called the liberal arts. On 
the contrary, in Sudan just now we are engaged in a major 
exercise aimed at giving our education a practical and techni-
cal bias. What I am trying to do is to make a serious distinc-
tion between a system of education which makes liberated 
men and women into skilful users of tools; and a system of 
education which turns men and women into tools.  

We have to be sure that our educational institutions are not 
factories producing marketable commodities. Our education 
system has to enlarge men and women; not convert men 
and women into efficient instruments for production of 
modern gadgets. Those who do not value freedom and hu-
manity of others like the way they do theirs, are not free. 

Therefore, each man’s liberation will lead to a unique kind of 
contribution to totality of humanity. However, it should not 
be the kind of education which teaches an individual to re-
gard him/ herself as a commodity whose value is determined 
by certificates, degrees, or other professional qualifications.  

...to be continued in the next MRDA update issue.  

   

 

WOMEN & YOUTH EMPOWERMENT  

Loice at the MFI 
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H E A LT H  &  S A N I TAT I O N  

 

More focus needed in health 

 

H ealth remains a very important 
issue here in southern Sudan that 

needs more effort from the government. 
Non-Governmental Organizations (NGOs) 
like Mundri Relief and Development Associa-
tion (MRDA) are working hard to help in this 
area. 

We are now working independently in the 
health department after the management de-
cided to solicit for funds alone. The project 
covers distribution of vaccines, mosquito nets 
for children under five years and pregnant 
mothers, vitamin A supplementation and 
treatment of common diseases and ailments. 

HIV/ AIDS prevention through awareness and 
immunization of children under the age of five 
years and pregnant women is also part of the 
project. 

On the issue of hygiene and sanitation which 
is a component of health, a Swedish company 

based in the Netherlands (SCA) will provide 
funds. Girls will receive sanitary towels, hand 
washing facilities will be set up in schools, 
latrines and water harvesting systems will be 
constructed. 

The SCA project referred to as 
Child friendly initiatives in Mun-
dri will run from January 2010 to 
December 2012.  

 

                 -ENDS- 

 

 

 

 

M R D A  U P D A T E  

A child being weighed at a health centre 

Charity Edwards, an Mpower volunteer, during a home visit on 
hygiene and sanitation 
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C I V I C  E D U C AT I O N   

E lection is a national democratic process 
where citizens elect representatives to posi-

tions of servant hood .In this situation any citizen who 
is over 18 years has a chance of participating either 
directly or in directly though their elected representa-
tives in the systems of country’s government. 

Free and fair elections are a pre-requisite to democ-
racy. Abraham Lincoln’s definition of democracy 
“Government of people by the people and for the 
people”,  justifies that power lies in the hands of the 
people of that particular nation. They therefore have 
the strength to coordinate issues and work together 
for change. 

Elections allow the “voice” of citizens to be heard. 
Therefore, we should coordinate our efforts to de-
velop southern Sudan. Free and Fear elections hold 
your representatives accountable. The elected leaders 
of your country are accountable to you due to the fact 
that without you and other citizen’s participation, they 
would not have been in those positions. 

I request our elected leaders to live up to the prom-
ises they gave us before the elections and follow laws 
of southern Sudan. On the other hand, it is our re-

sponsibility as citizens to keep an eye on them and 
make sure that they do so. 

For good governance to exist, our elected leaders 
have the responsibility to manage public funds in a 
transparent and accountable way. It is your responsi-
bility and mine to monitor the use of our tax money 
and other public funds so as to protect them from 
abuse. Remember to respect your elected represen-
tatives and make sure that they take our community 
needs into consideration. We will eventually achieve 
true democracy and good governance. 

 

Voice Chance Philemon  

Civic Education Officer – FCA  

 

 

Elections: Gateway to democracy and good governance 

Civic Educators during a pre- test session in one of the 
civic education workshops. 

MRDA Director officiates a closing ceremony for a civic educa-
tion workshop. 
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E D U C AT I O N

Education: Light of the nation 

D ue to 21 years of civil war in 
south Sudan, Alison Monday 

keliyona only completed first year  at 
Junior Secondary School in 1987.  

In 2006, the 40 year old teacher felt the 
need to join teaching profession so as to 
earn a living since the government of 
Southern Su-
dan was pay-
ing teachers.  
He also felt 
sad for some 
children in a 
P r i m a r y 
school in his 
village who 
were not be-
ing taught be-
cause of insuf-
ficient teach-
ers in the 
school. 

He is a volunteer teacher at Anigo Pri-
mary School, Bari Boma, Kotobi Payam- 
Mundri West County. Due to his lack of 
proper qualifications in teaching profes-
sion, he could not qualify for salary from 
the State government.  

After being a volunteer for three years, 
Monday has developed a very strong 
interest in teaching profession. “I joined 
KITE on September 12th, 2009 to pursue 
six month training in Teacher Educa-
tion… I want to be able to deliver qual-
ity lessons to the pupils in my school. I 
will see to it that I have obtained enough 
knowledge, skills and attitudes for my 

work,” he said. 

The student teacher further stressed 
“I am determined to be a good 
teacher. I have now learned teaching 
methods and acquired better skills in 
streamlining local educational materials 
to fit learn my class. Moreover, I have 
developed good attitudes that will help 

me to serve my 
community better.” 

He added that 
when goes back to 
Anigo village, He 
will do his teaching 
professionally and 
help other teachers 
based on what he 
would have ac-
quired from KITE. “ 
I will help in uplift-
ing my community 
through ensuring 

students understand topics better 
which will reflect in their good re-
sults,” he further said.   

He encourages his fellow teachers to 
be vigilant in matters regarding educa-
tion as education is the light of the 
nation. 

 

              -ENDS- 

M R D A  U P D A T E  

… I want to be 
able to deliver 
quality lessons to 
the pupils in my 
school. I will see to 
it that I have ob-
tained enough 
knowledge, skills 
and attitudes for 
my work,”...  

Alison Monday 
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Gossiping can be hurtful 
                                 By Miriam Salla Zakayo 

  

W omen generally like gossiping all over the 
world. In my community, it is rampant 

among the elderly women. Some of them waste so 
much time in gossiping rather than working more in 
house, farm or office. 

 In today’s society, gossiping still exists and it 
causes people sleepless nights, ulcers and high blood 
pressures and others among women. Gossiping is 
healthy because it creates a forum for sharing informa-
tion but for it to remain healthy; it has to be put un-
der control. 

 Let us not add fuel to fire and waste time lis-
tening to unconstructive gossip that leaves us and 
other members in our society depressed, traumatized 
and withdrawn. The best way of minimizing this type 
of destructive gossip is to think before you utter and 
word. Ask yourself “How would I feel if I was the one 
being discussed.” 

 We will become better people if we put our-
selves in the shoes of the ones we gossip. Our coun-
try will develop faster when people will stop spending 
most of the time gossiping. Let us stop seeing other 
people’s weaknesses, failures and challenges. In the 
Holy Bible, it is written “Let the one without sin cast 
the first stone.” And who is perfect? 

Mama Miriam, as she is commonly known here in 
Mundri, is a pastor at ECS, Mundri diocese. She 
was a teacher for 35 years before she retired. 

 

                         -ENDS- 

 

GENDER ISSUES 

Mama Miriam with her niece studying at Mundri Parish Primary 
school and beneficiary of comfort kits and scholarship. 
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A hot day in Mundri 

T he heat is almost unbearable and the sun is very 
hot. The thought of walking during the day in 

Mundri is almost unthinkable, but work has to go on. I 
drag myself to the guest house for lunch at 1.00 pm 
while calculating how I will get back to office as therough 
the almost suffocating heat. The vegetation is dry and 
trees do not offer enough shade (only mango trees). The 
thought of a cold soda at the guest house urges me 
on… 

When I reported to work this year, I thought that 
something was missing near where I stay. After much 
thinking, I realised that the bushes I had left behind in 
December 2009, had dried up making the area seem 
very different and expansive. 
Days drag on and nights are unbearable. One has to stay 
outside and enter his/ her house as from 10.00 pm or 
just sleep outside because of the heat in the rooms. Feb-
ruary is almost here and the heat is increasing. There is 
no sign of the heat dissipating.. 

The rainy season is a complete contrast. There are 
heavy rains that make roads impassable, cause Rivers to 
swell leading to floods and it becomes cold. 

When you come here during hot season, you may think 
that nothing can grow here. Soils are fertile and now 
farmers practise dry season vegetable farming along 
river Yei. 

 

Feedback 

What do you think of this MRDA update? 

Tell us! Email: 

mrdaupdate@mundridevelopment.org  

www.mundridevelopment.org  

Telephone: +249 906 366 671  

MRDA guest house is lo-
cated in a serene and quiet 
environment. It has a well 
equipped hall convenient for 
seminars, workshops and 
other events…. 

MRDA Guest house  

You are welcome to spend restful nights 
anytime!! 

Located near MRDA Offices, Mundri town-
Southern Sudan 
Tel: +249 906 366 671 

Mundri Relief & 
Development 
Association 

Mundri has the potential to become food sufficient. The 
process has started where farmers will be trained  
on new farming methods. Furthermore, a revolving fund, 
where farmers will be given seeds and tools then pay 
back with time, is in place. 
I am about to save this article and a wave of hot wind 
hits our office. My colleagues in the office complain and 
joke about the heat…. I just smile in response knowing 
we are sailing on the same boat. 

By Beatrice W. Maina  

Advocacy & Communications Officer  


